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In combination with other documents, ancient maps help trace the historical development of the humanity. A series of maps of one region compiled in chronological order, demonstrates how and when this region was explored by travelers, described and mapped. Comparison of maps of one region, issued in different times, enables tracing the history of its development or decline, the dynamics of settlement network and communication routes development, to come to conclusions as to availability of economic and cultural links.

In length of time, ancient maps become subject of scientific research more actively; collectors display interest for them. Numerous researchers’ desire as well as collectors’ aspiration to have copies of ancient maps and atlases contributed to increase of the popularity of these pieces of work.

In 2007, in Ukraine, in Kyiv, Kharkiv and Lviv an exposition of ancient maps is planned to be conducted. These are maps from the collection of a famous German collector of Polish origin IB “IMAGO UKRAINAE. ANCIENT MAPS OF UKRAINE FROM THE COLLECTION OF  TOMAS NIEWODNICZANSKI”. The President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko supported the initiative of Ukrainian geographic society and owner of the maps, having issued the Decree “On holding the exposition of ancient maps”, which testifies to great historical and cultural value of this event.

The modern world discovers the attractiveness of ancient maps again, recognizing their artistic value and cultural significance. Ancient maps never lose their importance, which they indebt, first of all, to their age.

At first maps were made up manually, on parchment or paper, and then painted. Starting from the second half of the 15th century, maps were printed from wooden printing plates and from engraved copper plates. Utilization of the printing process made maps affordable for a wider audience as compared to handwritten copies. Engraving of printing forms and further receipt of reprints from them caused a genuine revolution in visual information transfer. In this period maps were decorated with vignettes, portraits, views of towns, drawings of various peoples’ representatives in national clothes, scenes of hunting, ships, marine creatures. Maps were often used for decoration of goblets, tapestries, caskets etc. As late as in the 18th century maps got rid of artistic decorations and became a mere source of information, created on the basis of precise measurements.

Maps printing, especially from copper plates, was expensive. This was due to costliness of copper and the process of engraving the mapping contents on the copper plate. This was complicated with the cost of relevant mapping sources and additional information search. Besides, maps, just as now, became obsolete with the lapse of time, and the plates became physically worn out during printing.

Mapping production (maps, plans, town views) was created in the publishing premises, which were craft workshops, and the title thereto passed from generation to generation. In case of successors’ absence or the publisher’s bankruptcy, the publishing houses were sold (mainly at auctions), and their property – in the form of printed maps and sets of medirites - was sold as well. New owners used to scratch the names of previous plotters or publishers on these medirites, and gave their own names. This is why it was not infrequent that one and the same plate was used for printing maps even during a century, and the contents of imprints did not vary a lot.

Printed maps were often included to atlases, which were issued regularly. Such atlases were often reprinted, and the successive versions of one and the same maps could be traced there. Contrary to such atlases, so-called exclusive atlases were created, which represented a selection of maps (various plotters, various sizes and scales), complied from the publisher’s stock or tailor-completed.

 Maps’ collecting is not a new hobby. During centuries, plenty of private and state maps collections appeared. Lots of ancient maps were lost, we only know about them from written sources. Such maps would now be of immeasurable significance. Many libraries did not store obsolete maps at all and got rid of them – probably destroyed. Large wall maps were treated with greatest negligence, because it was rather complicated to store them. That is why large beautiful maps of the 16th – 17th centuries are rare in our time – many of them are known only by name or one sheet that had been preserved by chance, although in their time they were widespread and issued in several circulations. Those maps, which had been cased in the form of an atlas, were preserved better.

Several reasons can be named why people collect, store and study ancient maps. The most important of them are the following:

· maps are material for scientific research;

· maps are works of art;

· maps reflect the achievements and efforts of human intellect.

Discrepancies in the details of these ancient maps are not always plotters’ mistakes. Sometimes they represent the knowledge and experience of that time truthfully and in detail. Such documents rather emphasize than belittle the value of maps as historical documents.

 The owner of ancient maps’ collection to be exhibited in Ukraine - Tomas Niewodniczanski – is a famous collector, whose family roots are related to the Eastern Polish lands of the period of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. After three divisions of Poland (in 1772, 1792, 1795) Tomas Niewodniczanski’s ancestors had to live in Western Russia.

Tomas Niewodniczanski was born on September 25, 1933 in the town of Vilno (modern Vilnius), where his childhood passed. He graduated from Novodvorsky lyceum in Krakow and later studied physics in Jagiellonsky University, in 1955 obtained the degree of Master of experimental physics. In 1955 – 1957, he worked in the Institute for nuclear researches of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. After that, having passed the probation in the Institute of physics at the Federal polytechnics of Zurich for year and a half, he worked in the Institute for nuclear researches again until 1963, defended a doctorate thesis in the field of nuclear physics. As from 1963, he was a scientific worker in the Institute for nuclear researches in Shvorka near Warsaw. In 1965, doctor Niewodniczanski became supervisor of one of the laboratories in this institute. As a whole, Tomas Niewodniczanski worked in nuclear researches institutions for 18 years.

In 1970, the scientist emigrated from Poland to Germany and for three years went into scientific work in the Institute for heavy ions research in Heidelberg and Darmstadt.

Since 1973, he worked in industry, specifically, in a famous brewery in Bitburg, where he occupied the position of one of the enterprise directors in a year. He retired in late 1998. He worked not only in industry, but in numerous federal and regional institutions as well.

Tomas Niewodniczanski has been married to a German – professor of architecture Maria-Louise  Niewodniczanska - for 45 years. He has three sons. He lives in Bitburg, not far from the German frontier with Luxembourg. Tomas Niewodniczanski has been citizen of Germany since the time of martial law in Poland, and six years ago he obtained Polish citizenship as well.

Doctor  Niewodniczanski collects cartographical pieces of work, archive documents, manuscripts, writes scientific papers on mapping history. He takes an active part in conferences and publishes articles on this theme. He also organized and sponsors researches based on his collection.

Doctor Niewodniczanski is an award-winner, he possesses numerous honorary titles for merits in popularization of meaningful works of Polish culture in the world, as an author of many mapping-related publications.

Tomas Niewodniczanski undertook his first attempts to collect antique during the time of his studies in the lyceum – he collected postage stamps and later – ancient banknotes. Back then, of course, this was merely a childish hobby. But in early 1970-s, after emigration from Poland, collecting escalated to a serious undertaking.

Tomas Niewodniczanski began collecting maps back in 1969: he bought them in various places all over the world. The main sources were “Sotheby’s” and “Christie’s” auctions in London and New York, “Stargard” company in Berlin, auction houses in Germany. Manu maps were bought in antique stores in Germany, France and England.

The ancient maps collection is stored in Bitburg in a specially constructed pavilion with a repository, library and restoration workshop.

T. Niewodniczanski’s cartographical collection was at first limited to mere maps and town plans of ancient Poland, Lithuania, Easter Prussia, Silesia and Ukraine. This collection counts about three and half thousand exemplars. Most of the maps were issued before 1815.

Later on Т. Niewodniczanski’s collecting geography extended out of the bounds of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The collection of maps of German territory already numbers about thousand exemplars, that of Luxembourg - about 200 exemplars. The collection also includes maps from various places all over the world. Besides maps, the collection contains over 100 atlases, including numerous rare ones.

Exhibits from the Bitburg collection were oftentimes represented at various expositions.

The first exposition took place in 1981, when more than 350 ancient maps of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth were presented in Collegium Maius of Jagiellonsky University on the occasion of 350th anniversary of organization of geodesics chair there.

The exposition presented in three years in the Trevir University library was somewhat smaller.

Jointly with the mapping department of the State library in Berlin, Tomas Niewodniczanski demonstrated several dozens of maps of Germany from his collection “IMAGO GERMANIAE – maps of Germany for five centuries”.

During the exposition in the castle of Pomorye dukes in Szczecin in 1998, over 300 ancient maps of Poozerye and views of Poozerye towns were demonstrated; later on T. Niewodniczanski presented them to the Szczecin University.

During the exposition in Prume maps of Luxembourg and Eifel region of Germany were demonstrated, and in Carlsruhe – those of Baden and headstream of Rhine.

In the Polish University in Darmstadt views and plans of Gdansk as well as black-letter books published in this town were exhibited.

In autumn 2002,  “IMAGO SILESIAE” exposition took place in the Ossolinskys’ National institution in Wroclaw, where about 220 maps were represented, which were given to this institute of Polish culture after the end of the exposition.

Over 2200 maps and documents from T. Niewodniczanski’s collection were exhibited at the exposition “IMAGO POLONIAE – the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth on the ancient maps and documents from the collection of Tomas Niewodniczanski” in the State library in Berlin in spring 2002, which was held under the patronage of presidents of Germany and Poland.

Tomas Niewodniczanski     In late 2002, it was demonstrated in the Royal Palace in Warsaw, and in 2003 – in the National museum in Krakow and the Ossolinskys’ National institution in Wroclaw. In first half 2004, the exposition was moved to the Land museum in Darmstadt.

In autumn 2003, a selection of portolans and marine maps were demonstrated in the Ludwig Erhard Berlin Center.

A part of exhibits related to the history and mapping of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania was demonstrated during the exposition «IMAGO LITHUANIAE», which took place in the Lithuanian national museum under the patronage of the President of Lithuania in 2003 г.

In October 2004 – January 2005, the exposition of historical documents, town views, portolans and marine maps was held in the ancient city hall of Gdansk.

About 650 maps representing the territory of Ukraine – from the first Ptolemaic maps of the late 15th century – to maps of the 19th century - will be exhibited during the exposition of ancient maps “IMAGO UKRAINAE. ANCIENT MAPS OF UKRAINE FROM THE COLLECTION OF TOMAS NIEWODNICZANSKI”. The maps will be placed on 83 specially designed charts, two of them being large wall maps.

 The distinctive feature of Tomas Niewodniczanski’s mapping collection is systemization during selection of ancient maps, which is based on the notion of “version”. Various imprints from gravures on copper or wood are called versions in the published directory of the exposition and on legends to the maps. This is why the maps on the stands will be demonstrated on a “cascade” basis: the first (which can be the only one) version to begin with, and then the further versions where modifications occurred (supplements or amendments). In cases when plates were transferred from hand to hand, from one publisher to another, they will also be represented at the exposition according to the sequence of their versions’ publishing.

Historically, Ukrainian lands were divided between neighboring states, they entered the structure of the Polish Kingdom, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and later, after the Union of Lublin (1569), – the structure of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth; upon division of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth (1772, 1793, 1795) the greater part of the Right-bank territory entered the structure of Russia; Western Ukrainian lands entered the structure of Austria. That is why the territory of contemporary Ukraine and its parts is represented on numerous cards of state formation of that time.

 Ukrainian lands will be represented at the exposition by maps from Ptolemy’s “Geography” edition, by maps of Italian, Amsterdam, Paris and other publishers of the   16th – 19th centuries.  

The exposition will be opened by a chart representing two maps of Sarmatia from the edition of “Geography”, a famous work by Claudius Ptolemy, - the Ulm edition of 1482 published by Lingart Golle, and the Venetian edition of 1511 made by Bernard Silvan. The latter edition is the first map printed in two colors.

The map of Poland by Vaclav Grodetsky dating back to 1562 demonstrates the mapping image of right-bank Ukrainian lands in the 16th century. In a reduced view it was published by Abraham Ortely in all 16 editions of world atlas “Theatrum Orbis Terrarum”, starting from the first in 1570 and till the last in 1592. Three versions of this map are presented at the exposition; each of them featuring amendments and supplements by A. Ortely. In 1595, this map of Poland in Ortely’s atlases was substituted with a map by Polish plotter Andrey Pograbky. The first version of this rare map, which was issued in Venice in 1570 as a separate edition, will be demonstrated at the exposition.

Mapping of Ukrainian lands (whose greater part entered the structure of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth) in the 17th century was essentially influenced by creation of a four-sheet map of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania by Nikolai-Krzysztof Radzivill in 1613. The main plotter of the map was chartographer Tomash Makovsky. The map covers a considerable territory of Ukraine. Dnepr is represented on an additional inset map on a larger scale; later on this inset map was issued as a separate map. Creation of the map of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania became a significant achievement in the 17th century. Its re-edition of 1631, which entered the atlas of Willem Janson Blau, is well-known; it is demonstrated at the exposition.

Maps of Ukraine created based on instrumental survey, were first issued by French engineer Guillaume Le Vassaire de Boplane. The third version of the General map of Ukraine dating back to 1648, engraved by Wilhelm Gondy as well as the second version of the map of Ukraine from the book “Description of Ukraine”, 1660, will be presented at the exposition. A number of maps were published based on Boplane’s works in the 18th century. Of them, maps of Ukrainian voivodships by Nicolas Sanson I, 1665, maps of Dnepr by Johann Blau, 1662, and four of his one-sheet maps of Braclav, Podol, Kyiv voivodships and Pokutye published in about 1670, maps of such publishers as Johann Baptist Gomann, Johann Christoph Weigel, Mateus Zoiter, Tobias Konrad Lotter etc. will be demonstrated at the exposition.

For representation of Ukrainian lands of the second half of the 18th century, edition of the map of Poland by Italian Giovanni Antonio Rizzi-Dzannoni in 1772 containing 24 sheets was of exceptional value. The territory of Ukraine is shown on 10 sheets and occupies almost one third of the territory represented on the map. Though the map was not plotted based on detailed planning survey, it was actively used for military purposes and plotting of general development map.

Ukrainian territory in the structure of the Polish Kingdom, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth is represented by maps from Ptolemy’s “Geography” edition starting from 1482, maps of Italian, Amsterdam, Paris and other publishers of the 16th – 18th centuries. This period is represented by maps of such famous plotters as S. Munster, T. Makovsky, J. Sandrart, G. Boplane, D. Zvicker, J. Blau, P. Duval, N. de Fer, P. Schenk I, J.B. Gomann, M. Zoiter, G. Sanson і A.Ju. Geillot, T.K. Lotter, J. Ottens, T. Mayer, F.A. Schremble, G. de Jode etc.

Authors of maps of Galichina and Bukovyna, views and plans of Lvov Kamianets-Podolsk etc., when this territory entered the structure of Austria, are G.R. von Schmidburg, R.A. Schults, K. Brown, T. Kratochvil and other plotters.

The territory of the Crimea, Southern Ukraine, the Black sea and states of the Black sea are represented by maps of Blau, cartographical publishing house «Sanson’s successors», the Ottens, Covens and Mortier etc.; maps of the theatre of military operations between Turkey, Russia and Poland – by the Fascius, Т. К. Lotter, J.H. Berndt, E. Durie; maps of the Black sea – by F. Santini, Ya. Janson; maps of the states of the Black sea – by J.B. Gomann, M. Zoiter, G.Ya. Gaupt, Ya.B. Elve and other publishers.

The territory of Ukraine is also represented on the maps of Russia published in the 16th – 18th centuries by famous plotters P. Schenk II, G. Delile, S. von Herberstein, G. Mercator, I. Massa, J. Blau, N. Vischer II, M. Merian etc.

Along with other scientific workers, T. Niewodniczanski has been preparing for publication a complete directory of printed maps of Poland, which would contain not only descriptions and images of maps, but also their geographical, historical and bibliographical analysis, for more than 20 years. Based on the maps analysis, in particular, detection of amendments, supplements, mistakes in them, an attempt is made in the directory to characterize maps which have not been found yet, but whose existence may be assumed by virtue of reconstructed information transfer (they already succeeded to find some of such hypothetical exemplars).

Timing the event with the exposition in Ukraine, State Scientific and Poduction Enterprise “Kartographia” is preparing for publication a fundamental directory with detailed descriptions of all exhibited maps in three languages (Ukrainian, Polish and English). Maps in the directory will be classified according to the sequence of their versions’ publishing. Substantial work has been performed to translate the surnames of foreign plotters and publishers. The directory includes a section with description of plotters’, publishers’, engravers’ biographies as well as the history of cartographical publishing houses of that time. This section is a singular mini-encyclopedia of ancient maps authors’ biographies.

The edition also includes a complete name index of all personalia mentioned in legends to maps.

Directories with detailed descriptions of exhibited maps were published in many countries to match the materials from T. Niewodniczanski’s collections at numerous expositions. Traditionally, the following information is contained in all editions, including “IMAGO UKRAINAE …” exposition:

· author of the map, its title and publication year;

· technical data (method of execution, dimensions, availability of graduated scales, numerical scale);

· engraver, publisher;

· information on creation of the map, conditions and place of publication, sources for plotting, printed editions where the map was included etc.

Besides, SSPE “Karographia” prepared for the exposition the set “ANCIENT MAPS OF UKRAINE FROM THE COLLECTION OF TOMAS NIEWODNICZANSKI””, containing 23 diversified maps of the territory of Ukraine, starting from the Venetian edition of Sarmatia map by C. Ptolemy in 1511 to map of Small Tataria by А. Dzatty in 1783. The facsimiles will be printed on high-quality paper whose texture is aimed to give the reader an impression of a genuine ancient map. Real dimensions of the maps will be preserved during publication. 

The edition of ancient maps collection will serve as a continuation to the series “Mapping monuments of Ukraine” – this is the third edition of the resurrected series founded by V. Kordt back in 1899 г.

“IMAGO UKRAINAE…” exposition will certainly contribute to federal status assertion, study of geography, national history and culture of Ukraine. Organization of this exposition should to a great extent attract social attention towards preservation of cartographical funds of Ukraine, the state and problems of their studies, as well as initiate holding of expositions of ancient maps from the collection of national museum, scientific, library, and archive institutions in the cities of Ukraine. 
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